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very important lessons from this chapter. First, there is no one simple theory that explains 
global interaction; international relations are complex and multifaceted. War, albeit atten-
tion grabbing, is only one part of this complex labyrinth. Second, from now on you will find 
it difficult to purchase a pair of sneakers without your mind wandering off to consider cores 
and peripheries.

STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1.	 This chapter discusses a number of theories that seek to explain international rela-
tions. Which of these theories do you believe best explains the current world situation? 
Why?

2.	 What are the three key assumptions that underlie the realist perspective on interna-
tional relations?

3.	 What are the flaws in the realist perspective? What are the flaws in the other 
perspectives?

4.	 What prompted the development of idealism as an approach to international relations?

5.	 Find an article or editorial that discusses the issue of globalization. Do you agree 
with the perspective expressed in the piece you have selected? Why or why not?

6.	 What is a hegemon? What role does a hegemon play in international relations?

http://europa.eu/index_en.htm. The Europa: Gateway to the European Union 
site includes news and information about the European Union.

www.du.edu/~bhughes/ifs.html. Barry B. Hughes’s International Futures site 
links to a computer simulation of global systems for classroom and research 
use.

www.imf.org. The International Monetary Fund’s site provides information on 
this organization of 188 countries that aims to foster global monetary coop-
eration, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high 
employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty.

www.un.org. This site provides information about the United Nations, its 
member nations, its policies, and more.
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